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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arlington Arts Center Names Blair Murphy as Curator of Exhibitions

Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is proud to announce that Blair Murphy has 
been hired as the organization’s full-time Curator of Exhibitions.

Murphy’s relationship with AAC dates back to 2016, when she served as co-
curator of the exhibition Strange Landscapes, working with former Director 
of Exhibitions Karyn Miller. In December 2017, Murphy joined the staff as 
part-time Interim Curator following Miller’s departure. 

“We are delighted to have Blair Murphy as part of the team,“ remarked AAC 
Executive Director, Holly Koons. “Her educational background, in tandem with her multiple years of experience 
with non-profit visual arts organizations, makes her an ideal fit for AAC. We were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to work with Blair prior to this appointment, allowing us to appreciate her curatorial skills, work 
ethic, and informed perspective firsthand. She will be instrumental in shaping AAC’s future with regard to our 
exhibitions and artist relations.” 

”I am thrilled to be working with Holly, the rest of the staff, and the artists in AAC’s residency program,” Murphy 
stated. “AAC has a long history of presenting innovative and challenging exhibitions and installations, both in 
the Maury School’s beautiful gallery spaces and outside on the lawn. I am so excited to have the opportunity to 
build on that legacy and further strengthen AAC’s role as a center of gravity for contemporary art in the Mid-
Atlantic.”

Murphy has extensive experience working for visual arts organizations in Washington, DC and New York City. 
Prior to her appointment, Murphy was serving as the Managing Director of the District of Columbia Arts Center. 
From 2013 to 2016, she lived and worked in New York City where she was a 2014-2015 Helena Rubenstein 
Curatorial Fellow of the Whitney Independent Studio Program, as well as a Partner at Field Projects, an artist-
run project space. Murphy was Program Director at Washington Project for the Arts from 2010 to 2013, prior to 
her time in New York. 

Among the new projects that Murphy will bring to AAC is a regional biennial, scheduled to launch in the fall 
of 2019.  The biennial will include artists from across the Mid-Atlantic, working in all media, and will feature 
innovative work by established artists alongside work by fresh voices and unfamiliar names. The biennial 
will focus on building relationships and increasing dialogue within the region’s art scene, while developing 
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connections to broader conversations across the field of contemporary art. As curator, Murphy will also 
continue to strengthen existing programs such as the SOLOS exhibition program, which will continue as an 
annual spring exhibition. Murphy holds a Master’s in Communication, Culture, and Technology from Georgetown 
University, and a BFA in Photography from the Maryland Institute College of Art. 
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AAC’s exhibitions and their attendant lectures, workshops, and panel discussions offer opportunities for dialogue, 
and ultimately serve to illustrate the value of contemporary art —specifically, what it is, how it works, and why it 
matters in our daily lives. Established in 1974, Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit contemporary 
visual arts center dedicated to presenting and supporting new work by regional artists. Through exhibitions, 
educational programs, and subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the community. 
AAC is housed in the historic Maury School, and boasts nine exhibition spaces, working studios for thirteen artists, 
and three classrooms. At 17,000 square feet, AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for contemporary 
art in the Washington DC metropolitan area. For more information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 
703.248.6800.

###

ABOUT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER

Location: 3550 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 pm, or by appointment

Our programs are made possible through the generous support of the Virginia Commission for the 
Arts/NEA, Arlington County through the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic 
Development and the Arlington Commission for the Arts, The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation, The Washington Forrest Foundation, and individual AAC supporters. 


